
Catholic Schools Week  

By John Devino and Eamon Cummins  

Each year Our Lady of 

Lourdes School joins oth-

er schools in the Diocese 

of Rockville Centre to cel-

ebrate Catholic Schools Week (CSW). This year Catholic Schools Week starts on the last 

Sunday of January, January 29,  and runs until February 5. Schools celebrate Catholic 

Schools Week with Masses, open houses and activities for students, families, and  parish-

ioners .  

The theme for Catholic Schools Week 2012 is òCatholic Schools: Faith. Academics. Ser-

vice.ó The theme focuses on three things that make Catholic schools like OLL stand out 

from other schools. We are taught about the basics of  our faith and how to have a rela-

tionship with God. Catholic schools set very high academic standards and work to help 

each child reach his or her potential. Also, we learn about the importance of service, 

which is a way for us to give our time and talents to others and demonstrate our faith 

and qualities of good citizenship.  

We asked our principal, Mrs. Murphy, about CSW at our school.  She told us that we have 
been celebrating CSW for as long as the school has been open.  When we asked about the 
special events we will be having she said  there will be a Mass on Sunday, January 29, 
open houses, and a lot of other special events such as a Science Fair and a Social Studies 
Fair.  There will also be an exhibition of studentsõ artwork and a Foreign Language Arts 
Fair highlighting students accomplishments in Spanish, French, Russian and Chinese.  
French and Spanish foods will also be available!  There will also be Poetry Day, Crazy Sock 
Day and a Favorite Team Day.  Mrs. Murphy said her favorite part of CSW is open houses 
where parents and families get the opportunity to see all the great things students at OLL 
accomplish.  
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What do the eighth graders do during Excel Computer Time?  

By: Faith Hannafin and Marissa Georgiadis  

Each day after recess students at our Lady of Lourdes School participate in DEAR time, 
or Drop Everything And Read time.  It is a chance for us to put aside some time to im-
prove our reading skills.  During the past two years students in grades 6 -8 have been 
participating in the EXCEL program during this time after lunch and recess.  They work 
on many special projects with their teachers.  Sometimes they work  with Mrs. Letteri in 
the Computer Room  to help them learn something new and different about technology.   
This year, students in the eighth grade are using their EXCEL computer time to make 
stop action videos.  They have to plan out a video and then take pictures that will be put 
together with music.  There are many types of videos.  Some use clay, some use toy cars 
and one uses Tic Tacs.  

 

We interviewed some of the 8 th graders and asked them about their stop motion video.   

    

     M&F: What have you been doing during excel time?  

     A: Making a stop motion video about Tic Tacs  

     M&F: What is the most challenging thing?  

     A: Keeping the camera still.  

     M&F: What are you using for 
your project?  

     A: Different colored Tic Tacs  

      M&F: How long did it take?  

      A: 3 periods  

      M&F: Was it fun?  

     A: Oodles and noodles of fun.  

    M&F: What is the purpose?  

    A: To make the best stop motion film with Tic Tacs.  

   M&F: What happens in your short video?  

  A: Tic Tacs come out of a bag, come to life and turn into various sea objects.  

 M&F: How long is the short movie?  

  A: It is 1 to 3 minutes.  



 

Mr. Musto is the Science Teacher at our school.  His classroom is an interest-
ing place.  He does experiments with students, he teaches us science and we 
really enjoy his class.  He uses technology to teach.  He has a laptop, a Smart 
Board, microscopes, and balance scales. There are 25 microscopes in Mr. 
Mustoõs room that students use to look at different types of cells.  Mr. Musto 
said his favorite thing about using technology in his classroom is how it has 
the ability to assist people to achieve their goals.  There is always something 
interesting in Mr. Mustoõs room including a fish tank and a lava lamp! 

 

This yearõs Science Fair will  take place on Sunday, January 29.  There will be 
experiments about fingerprints, plants, bacteria , and blood pressure.  There 
may even be a project about a tadpole!  Students will use trifold boards, pho-
tos, diagrams and charts to illustrate their work.   
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Social Studies Fair  

By Thomas Raleigh and James Crowley  

Each year at Our Lady of Lourdes 
School there is a Social Studies Fair.  
This year the Fair will be held on 
Sunday, January 29 from 10:30 ñ
12:30.  This is a chance for everyone 
in the school to see the creative pro-
jects that students work on during 
the year.  All the classes participate 
in this event and there will be lots 
of work on display.  Ms. Hubbard 
says that the most challenging part 
of organizing the Fair is making 
sure that all the students in our 
school are represented in the Fair.  
Every year the projects change. This 
makes it exciting to see what every-

one will come up with next.  Hope 
you enjoy the Social Studies Fair 
this year!  

Technology in the Science Classroom  

By James Culhane and Nick Oddo  



Discover LOTE  

 Language Other Than English Program at Our Lady of Lourdes School  

Did you know that a variety of languages are taught at our school?  

 

Students in grades kindergarten through eighth grade at Our Lady of Lourdes School study 
Spanish with Mrs. Dolan.  Students in the Middle School, grades six through eight are 
learning to speak French with Ms. Bies.  This year on Sunday, January 29 for Catholic 
Schools Week all their hard work will be featured at  two fun and interesting events on the 
third floor of our school.   

 

Students in the eighth grade will be presenting skits and videos 
with a Spanish theme restaurant scene on the Smart Board in their 
classroom.  They will also  be serving Spanish foods such as tacos 

and clementines from Spain. They have worked on colorful decorations.  

 

In the seventh grade classroom you can visit a Parisian -themed res-
taurant where students will act as garcons who will be serving 
French foods such as pain de chocolat, crépes with ice cream and 

fruit, croissants,  and créme brûlée.  There will even be a cake decorated 
like the French flag.   

 

 

 

Seventh grade students are working on murals to decorate their classroom.  

Here is a sample: that illustrates the Arch de Triomphe  
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Operation Hearts and Homes  
 

By Jackie Carbone, Lauren Trabulsi and 
Thomas Korth  

Operation Hearts and Homes is an international or-
ganization based in Suffolk County that is dedicated 
to improving the lives of orphans.  It sponsors or-
phans who need medical care and provides orphans with a vacation away from their or-
phanages.  So far, over 250 children have been hosted for vacations.  More than 60 chil-
dren have received medical care such as surgery for cleft pal-
ate or treatments to improve vision. This organization helps 
people in two countries, Ukraine and Ethiopia  

Alina is a 14 year old representative from Operation Hearts 
and Homes, and she visited our school to talk about the organ-
izat ion because she knows Ms. Bies.  Whi le she was here she 
taught the students in seventh grade how to write their names 
in Russian!  

 

We spoke with Patrick Gioino about the work that students in his class are doing to help 
Operation Hearts and 
Homes.  He told us that 
there will be heart -shaped 
collection boxes available 
so families who attend 
our open house on Janu-
ary 29 this year during 
Catholic Schools week can 
donate change to this or-
ganization.  He also said 
that money collected for a 
dress down day will be 
sent to Operation Hearts 
and Homes.  Patrick said 
that his favorite part of 
working on this project 
was meeting Alina and 
learning to write his name 
in Russian.  
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This month we talked to the 4th grade Student Council Repre-
sentatives, Annie and Thomas Raleigh about being on the Stu-

dent Council.  They said that they liked being on Student Council because it is 
fun and because it lets them make a contribution to the school.  They said it 

was a pretty easy job to have and that they really liked repre-
senting their school.  We wanted to learn about the projects 
that the Student Council is working on for February.  They said 
we might get a pajama day and that we will be working on a 
Valentines for Veterans project.  

 

  

Next time we plan to talk with Student Council Representatives from other grades.  

                              
                                     

 Student Council Update  

By Meaghan Barrett and Emily Gunn  
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Help us earn money while saving our planet!  

 

We now recycle all small electronics including iPods, GPS devices, 
digital cameras, laptops, and netbooks.   Send these into school in ad-

dition to empty ink cartridges and old cell phones.   Send these to 
school with your child.   
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Students from grade two drew pic-
tures about receiving First Penance  

By Liam McNierny 

By Sophia Sommers and Johnny Schiller 



Art is all Around You  

Our school has been become an art gallery for 
Catholic Schools Week.  Art projects by stu-
dents from Nursery through Eighth grade are 
displayed in the hallways of our school.  Spe-
cial thanks to Mrs. Cannistraci, our Art teacher, 
for organizing this eye -catching display!  
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